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The claims of the Members are simply ou't of- a31 reason. Will they
find in any other College that Licentiates or Members have the powers
they are asking for themselves ? Where will be the advantage- of
working and spending money for the higher qualification, if Members'
be allowed equal privileges l If the Council of the College will main-
tain the same dignified firmness in the future treatment of the affair
as they have in the past, they will receive the entire support of
ninety-nine out of every hundred Fellows.

Mr. Hutchinson proposed a resolution, at the last meeting of the
Council, which is naw under their consideration, " that proposals
should be entertained for widening the basis upon which the Fellow-
ship is obtained." If by widening the basis be meant a lowering of
the standard of the examinations, or an increase in the numbers
elected, then the respected position the Fellowship has so long held
will soon disappear.-I am, sir, yours faithfully,

Sunderland. J. WHITEHOUSE.

SiR,-I should not consider it necessary to trouble you with any
reference to the letter of Dr. William A. Duncan, which appeared in
the JOURNAL of November 21st, had not his expressions exhibited
some very remarkable misconceptions of the relative position of the
Fellows and Members of the College.

Dr. Duncan admits that the interests of the Fellows and Members
" are identical ;" at the same time, he makes the extraordinary asser-
tion " that the Members of the College are already represented by the
Fellows," and then utilises it as an argument against giving the
Members the privilege of participating in the election of the Council.
Surely this notion involves a slight misconception of the mutual
relation of the two classes of licentiates. It would be interesting to
know on what authority Dr. Duncan claims to be a representative
Fellow. Is he an elected representative,?

Dr. Duncan is intensely desirous of maintaining "the just rights and
privileges of the Fellows." He considers that the Members have no
claim to a voice in the affairs of the College, and that thev ought to
be satisfied " with the very big quid pro quo they have obtained, see.
ing that they have become qualified, and are permitted to go forth
with the means of earning a livelihood." He then offers them the
comforting assurance "that every ambitious Member may become a
Fellow, provided he has the necessary amount of brains."
Now, sir, I desire very courteously to assure Dr. Duncan that I

heartily regret-not that I supported the resolutions of the Associa-
tion of Members at the recent meeting-but that there is a Fellow of
the Royal College of Surgeons who can find any satisfaction in thus
parading and magnifying the intellectual distinctions of his order.
It appears to me that Dr. Duncan has yet to learn that the kindliest
and most generous dispositions, together with the highest surgical
attainments, are often exhibited by members of the profession without
any relation whatever to titles and educational distinctions. Some
of the most brilliant and original workers in the fields of surgical
science have been quite contented with the honourable diploma of
AMember; and, throughout the length and breadth of our professional
ranks, the Members of the College of Surgeons are universally acknow-
ledged to be both abla practitioners and cultivated gentlemen.-I
have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,

J. WARD COUSINS,
Southsea. Senior Surgeon to the Royal Portsmouth Hospital.

THE ROYAL COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS' COMBINED SCHEME.

SiR,-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, of October 17th, I note
a letter from " Verus Amicus," and I, for one, fully endorse his state-
ment of the facts. Opinions may differ as to the time of the
chemistry and materia medica ei;amination, but no difference can be
expressed as to the vagueness of the synopsis. The subjects are wide,
and something ought to be done to limit the scope, for a thorough
knowledge of the subjects cannot be gained in three months, and no
one knows more about this than the examiners themselves. The
knowledge is not for examinations alone, but for life.-Yours truly,

THO'ROUGH.

TH'E COLLEGES AND THE TITLE OF DOCTOR.
SIp,-You will have observed that, at a recent meeting of the BFel-

lows of the College of Physicians, the propriety of providing a
diploma in medicine for English students, was recognised by a formal
and almost unaniimous vote, and directions were given, to prepare a
scheme whereby this end might be attained. We are thus entitled to
hope that the basis of such a seheme will shortly be laid before the
profession.

I am, however, informed on good authority that the measuire is in
no sense to be retrospective; and, in view of the flagrant injustice
which would result to those of us already qualified from the omission,
it behoves us to unite to urge upon the United Colleges the propriety
of making our admission part of the scheme.

I beg, therefore, to propose that a committee be formed for the pur-
pose of organising a petition to this effect, the expenses connected
with which could be met by a small subscription (5s. ?) from gentIe.
men who are prepared to adhere to the programme. Such committee
would meet at an early date, and settle the mitodus operandi.-I am
dear sir, yours faithfully,

ALFRED S. GUBB, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S.

THE FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

SIR,_-About ten years ago, Sir J. Paget brought forward a motion,
which was suipported by Mr. Erichsen and other influential members
of the Council, to the effect that Members of a certain standing should
be admitted to the Fellowship, after passing an examination in sur-
gical anatomy, pathology, and the science and practice of surgery. I
see that MIr. J. Hutchinson intends to propose a somewhat similar
resolution, and it is to be hoped that his proposition will not only be
carefully considered by the Council, but that it will not meet with the
silly outcry from some of the Fellows with which Sir J. Paget's motion
was greeted.
There are many Members, metropolitan and provincial, who have

done good surgical, pathological, or anatomical work, and are a credit
to surgery, and who, from having joined the profession before the
present rules came into force, are debarred from taking the fellowship,
because they cannot now spare the time to get up matters which,
when learned, are of next to no practical moment in their professional
work. According to the regulations then in force, Members had to
wait eight years before being admitted to -the Fellowship, or go to
school again and pass a preliminary examination. Now things are
much easier, and a young man may pass his primary fellowship examina-
ti6n at once, or shortly after the primary for the Members' qualification.
Senior Members did not enjoy this privilege, and this seems to me
another reason for being fair to them, and for instituting a thoroughly
practical examination for Mlembers of, say ten or fifteen years'
standing.
The statement that the value of the Fellowship will be lessened,

seems futile; for are there not honorary Fellows already, and several
of these not even known to surgery ? Moreover, it must be borne in
mind by those who advance this argument, that, as regards the com-
parative value of the qualification, the younger Fellows are, theoreti-
cally, superior to their seniors, for the character of the examinations
has much improved of late years. Thus, it will be seen that already
their are grades among the Fellows; and if the new examination be, as
it should be, a good one, the argument as regards injury to existing
Fellows falls to the ground. But should the majority of the Fellows
be oversensitive on this point, it would be easy to enter in the College
calendar those who pass under any new rules, as M. F. = Member (or,
if preferred modified) Fellow.

Really, these petty jealousies are ridiculous, and originate, in small
minds, totally oblivious of the fact that a man may honour his degree
or qualification by the good surgical-work he may do, but that it is
no great honour to hold a qualification which any other man, with
time and average brains, may take. -I am, sir, yours truly,

A HOSPITAL SURGEON.

THE LIGATURE IN OVARIOTOM\Y.
SIR,-It appears from Mr. Tait's remarks about the ligature in

ovariotomy, that I did not bring out what is the special advantage
which the cautery possesses over the ligature. It is this: immediately
the cautery clainp is removed, vessels will be seen eutering the com-
pressed part of the pedicle, if there is to be hfeeaorrhage. Should the
part, which was between the blades of the clamp, remain clear, the
pedicle may be allowed to drop back into the pelvis, with the cer-
tainty tha-t there Nill be no bleeding. On the other hand, h*mmor-
rhage after the ligature has been improperly applied, does not usually
commence until some time after the abdomen has been closed. Mr.
Tait's results with the Staffordshire knot are perfect, and he has. no
call to change; but 'the fact,. that among his earlier cases he had an
accident, shows that, the point is worth the consideration of those who
have not become accustomed to one method.

I do not, wish Air. Tait to suppose that I shall never " explore" the
abdomen. However, it is too often done; and, although there may


